186____________________Sri Raghavendra

queries like, 'How was Sri Raghavendra, when he was
of our age? Where did he have his education? We are
able to see only the Brindavana, but not his physical
presence in front of it in a sitting posture, as seen in the
pictures depicting the Brindavana" why so'?

Despite my trying to prevent them (in view of their
tender age), they circumambulated the Brindavana and
prostrated before it a number of times - both in the
mornings and in the evenings in the manner we elders
didourseva.

We enjoyed the Moola Rama puja the first two days
from the mantap built there by Mallappa Shinde. At that
time, the children could learn about the life of the saint
from the artistic paintings adorning the walls of that
mantap that present the various historical events
associated with Sri Raghavendra. Among them, the one
portraying him as sitting in the Brindavana in a yogia
posture, is truly a marvel to behold.

Next day, I had the blessings of the pontift Sri
Sushmindra Thirtha, to perform the Kanakabhisheka.
And when I was seeking his grace, the disciples in the
Sri Mutt apprised the Swami about my writings and
publications, with a sense of happiness.

At about 11.30 A.M., I was, along with my family
members, permitted entry into the area meant for seeing
the Moola Rama Puja, which normally takes place in the
space between the two Brindavanas - of Sri
Raghavendraswami and of Sri Vadindra Thirtha. Sri
Raghavendra is very devout in the performance of the
Moola Rama puja and it is believed that he performs it